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(d) the exploits of the heroes who pursued the
quest of the Grail and the Glory, as illus-
trated by the " Vengeance quest ", the story
of the Fisher-King, the heto's acquisition
of the Kingship and the " Great Fool" tale,
We have noted further points of geographical
contact between the cults of Mithra and of the Holy
Grail, and between the Celtic and Iranian priest-
hoods.
It might be pointed out, further, that the
hypothesis put forward here explains and accounts
satisfactorily for such important elements of the
Grail Legend as the Perceval enfances (pp. 65-68);
and the passing of Perceval or Arthur (pp. 75-76); the
position and functions of Merlin (pp. 83-84); and the
Vengeance Quest (pp. 70-72). No other theory, it is
submitted, can account for so many factors in the
Grail Legend as the present one. Even the gaps and
hiatuses of the present hypothesis are highly signi-
ficant. It is freely admitted that such features as
the " question " and the " processions " are not
fully explained by the hypothesis suggested here.
But that is obviously because we know very little
of the working of the Mithraic ritual and initiation.
Perhaps indeed, we shall never be in a position to
know more of it, for the work of the destruction of
the Mithrsea has been done too thoroughly.
It is submitted on these grounds that in great
measure it is to this Iranian tradition and to Mithrar